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This summer, I interned at Hokkoku Shinbun, the largest newspaper in Kanazawa that 
covers mostly local news in Ishikawa and Kanazawa. For me, the right weeks 
working at 社会部 (The Society Section) under 編集局 (the editing department) 
have been very rewarding, which improve my Japanese speaking, listening, writing, 
and reading skills largely, and also stimulate me to learn more about Japanese culture 
and lifestyles.  
 
Every day Hokkoku Shinbun had a list ready containing all the events the newspaper 
will cover on that day. As a reporter intern, I will either be assigned a place to 
interview and collect information at, or allowed to pick a place of particular interest to 
me. Of course, I would always follow a 先輩 journalist to those places, who would 
teach me various photographing and interviewing skills. Most of the places I was 
asked to go to were historical sites or places where cultural events were held. I have 
witnessed a reproduction of a dinner course that was first created in江戸時代, gone 
to a Firework show held by Hokkoku Shinbun itself, and have been to many 
exhibitions that present traditional Japanese artworks.  
 
Other than events that would expose me to Japanese culture, the editors from the 
society sections also paid much attention to my own field of interest and had always 
been encouraging me to tell them where I wanted to go. Because of I mentioned my 
other major in psychology, my particular interest in child and adolescent development, 
and my love for anime and manga, I am also arranged to go to many kindergartens, 
schools, and universities to explore their events and school life in Japan. I have been 
to the Onsen hotel in Kanazawa which was used as stage for the anime “Hanasaku 
Iroha”, interviewed international students who participated in cultural exchange 
events with primary school students, and seen a Taiko show performed by children 
under ten years old. I deeply appreciate the fact that I had all these experiences, not 
only because they were very enjoyable, but also because they taught me a variety of 
aspects about Japanese culture, literature, and history and therefore enabled me to 
have a deeper understanding of them.  
 
At the beginning of my job, I would go out to collect information, come back to write 
a one-page reflection paper in Japanese, and then hand it to my editor. By reading 
those reflection papers, my editor was able to know how I view their culture as an 
outsider. They publish my reflection papers once a week, marking them with my 
name and hometown in order to let the local people read a foreigner’s perspective and 
thoughts. In addition, if the editors find one point particularly interesting in my paper 
but do not yet have room to publish the whole reflection that day, they will try to 
include it in their reporters’ articles. Other jobs include appearing on a ten-minute TV 
talk-show and doing interpretation for other journalists when interviewing foreigners, 
which are also new and interesting to me.  



 
As my internship is approaching to its end, I began to learn to write news articles on 
my own. I still followed 先輩 reporters to two places per day, only this time it is me 
who asked all the questions and tried taking photographs, while my 先輩 asked 
follow-up questions if necessary and occasionally gave me hints such as details I 
should include in my article. I would go back to the 編集局 office after my interview, 
try writing my own 記事 (news article) about the event, and have the editors and my 
先輩 revise it before it is published in the newspaper. In the last week of my 
internship, my writing skills improved largely from all the practice I received, and 
from the revisions my editors gave me, I was also able to become better at writing in 
formal Japanese. In this process, I managed to improve my reading skills as well 
because I had to read many articles written by experienced journalists in order to 
understand news articles’ formats. Therefore, although it is stressful at first to start 
writing news articles on my own, I found it very well worth trying and beneficial in 
the end.  
 
While classes at Princeton in Ishikawa taught me grammar and vocabulary in the 
language, it is through the internship that I could actually learn about Japanese culture 
by reaching out to local native speakers and by experiencing workplaces in Japan. I 
strongly recommend internship at Hokkoku Shinbun to students who are interested in 
Japanese language and Japanese culture, to those who are thinking about working in 
Japan, or to those who simply want to improve their language skills. It will be a very 
meaningful and rewarding summer spent in Japan.  
 

 



 

 


